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1 . AMCIT AND FREELANCE WRITER ROBERT SCHWAB (AKA THOMAS 
STEARNS) CLAIMS THAT HE SPENT MORE THAN A WEEK WITH LAO 
INSURGENTS INSIDE LPDR IN JANUARY 1978. SCHWAB TOLD 
AMERICAN OFFICIAL IN BANGKOK THAT HE HAD VISITED LAO 
DISSIDENT GROUPS INSIDE LAOS. SCHWAB IS PRIVATE CITIZEN 
(ALTHOUGH HE ONCE WORKED FOR USAID IN VIETNAM). USG HAD 
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NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS PURPORTED TRIP IN ADVANCE. OFFICIAL 
IN BANGKOK WARNED SCHWAB THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES WERE 
DANGEROUS, AND FROM LAO POINT OF VIEW, ILLEGAL. 

2. IN LATE FEBRUARY, SCHWAB APPROACHED USUN WITH TAPE 
ALLEGEDLY MADE BY LAO DISSIDENT LEADER AND ASKED USUN TO 
GIVE TAPE TO UN. TAPE IS LONG DISCOURSE IN LAO ABOUT 
VIETNAMESE ACTIVITIES IN LAOS FROM 1940'S TO DATE. USUN 

HAS BEEN ASKED TO RETURN TAPE TO SCHWAB IF POSSIBLE AND TO 
EXPLAIN THAT U.S. IS NOT SUPPORTING ANY INSURGENT GROUP OR 
ACTIVITY IN LAOS AND WILL NOT BE TRANSMITTING THE TAPE TO 
THE UN. 

3. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT HAS PREPARED TO 
USE ON IF ASKED BASIS ABOUT SCHWAB TRIP INTO LAOS: 

Q: WERE YOU AWARE THAT AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. MR. ROBERT 
SCHWAB, ENTERED LAOS FROM THAILAND WITH ELEMENTS OF THE 
LAO RESISTANCE AND STAYED WITH THE LAO RESISTANCE FOR SOME 
10 DAYS. 

A: MR. SCHWAB IS A PRIVATE U.S. CITIZEN. THE USG HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF MR. SCHWAB'S INTENTION TO ENTER LAOS OR OF 
ANY PART OF HIS TRIP UNTIL AFTER IT HAD BEEN MADE. WE 
WOULD HAVE STRONGLY ADVISED HIM AGAINST ENTERING LAOS 
ILLEGALLY HAD WE KNOWN OF HIS PLANS. SCHWAB DID TELL 
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AMERICAN OFFICIALS IN BANGKOK OF HIS TRIP AFTER HE HAD 
RETURNED TO THAILAND. THESE OFFICIALS REITERATED THAT 
WHAT HE HAD DONE WAS DANGEROUS AND, FROM THE LAO POINT OF 
VIEW, ILLEGAL. 

Q: IS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT GIVING ANY SUPPORT TO THE 
RESISTANCE IN LAOS. 

A: NO. WE ARE NOT SUPPORTING ANY INSURGENT MOVEMENT OR 
SIMILAR ACTIVITY AGAINST LAOS EITHER INSIDE OR OUTSIDE 
LAO TERRITORY. END TEXT. 

4. VIENTIANE IS AUTHORIZED TO USE ABOVE GUIDANCE ON IF 
ASKED BASIS WITH PRESS OR LAO OFFICIALS. VANCE 
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